Becoming a Detective: Historical Case
File #3—Silent Sentinels

At the request of the textbook committee your
class has been asked to investigate whether
Hazel Hunkins deserves to be included in the
next edition of the textbook. This case cannot
be solved without looking at the role of the
National Woman’s Party (NWP), its relation-
ship with President Wilson, and the NWP’s
most visible campaign tactic: organizing “silent
sentinels” to picket the White House. As a
member of the commission selected to review
the case, your job is to examine the following
documents to determine how the NWP strate-
gists used this tactic to escalate pressure on
President Wilson, and what effect it had.

« Why did the NWP decide to picket the White
House?
« How effective was this tactic?

Step 1: Review Background Information

In 1920 suffragist Doris Stevens wrote Jailed
for Freedom, a book about the woman’s suffrage
movement from the perspective of someone
active in the cause. In it, she remembered
attending the meeting where the National
Woman'’s Party decided to picket the White
House. It occurred right after the suffragists
had met with President Woodrow Wilson to
plead their case. The President told them that
he had little power to advance woman’s suf-
frage because he did not control the political
agenda and could not force change. The suf-
fragists were outraged by what they believed
was the President’s unwillingness to act. As
Harriet Stanton Blatch, the daughter of re-
nowned suffragist Elizabeth Cady Stanton, saw
the situation:

« ¢

Never before did the Democratic Party lie
more in the hands of one man than it lies to-
day in the hands of President Wilson. Never
did the Democratic Party have a greater leader,
and never was it more susceptible to the wish

of that leader, than is the Democratic Party of
today to President Wilson. He controls his par-
ty, and I don’t think he is too modest to know
it. He can mould it as he wishes and he has
moulded it. He moulded it quickly before elec-
tion in the matter of the eight-hour law. Was
that in his party platform? He had to crush and
force his party to pass that measure. Yet he is
not willing to lay a finger’s weight on his party
today for half the people of the United States
.. .. Yet today he tells us that we must wait

 »

more—and more.

Stanton Blatch continued, proposing a new
line of action:

“ ¢

We can’t organize bigger and more influ-
ential deputations. We can’t organize bigger
processions. We can’t, women, do anything
more in that line. We have got to take a new
departure. We have got to keep the question
before him all the time. We have got to begin
and begin immediately.

“ ¢

Women, it rests with us. We have got to
bring to the President, individually, day by day,
week in and week out, the idea that great num-
bers of women want to be free, will be free, and
want to know what he is going to do about it.

“ ¢

Won’t you come and join us in standing

day after day at the gates of the White House
with banners asking, “What will you do, Mr.
President, for one-half the people of this na-
tion?” Stand there as sentinels—sentinels of
liberty, sentinels of self-government—silent
sentinels. Let us stand beside the gateway
where he must pass in and out, so that he can
never fail to realize that there is a tremendous
earnestness and insistence back of this mea-
sure. Will you not show your allegiance today
to this ideal of liberty? Will you not be a silent
sentinel of liberty and self-government?”

According to Stevens, “Deliberations con-
tinued. Details were settled. Three thousand
dollars was raised in a few minutes among
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these women, fresh from the President’s re-
buff. No one suggested waiting until the next
Presidential campaign. No one even mentioned
the fact that time was precious, and we could
wait no longer. Everyone seemed to feel these
things without troubling to put them into
words. Volunteers signed up for sentinel duty
and the fight was on.” (From Doris Stevens,
Jailed for Freedom, New York: Liveright
Publishing, 1920, pp. 58-60. Available at
https://books.google.com/books?id=ASoEAAA
AYAAJ&source=gbs navlinks s)

Step 2: Investigate the Evidence
Expect to spend about ten minutes on each
of the sources in your packet, available online

here: http://mhs.mt.gov/education/women/
HazelHunkins.

Exhibit 3-A Hand-written letter: Hazel
Hunkins to Mother, January 1917, Hazel
Hunkins-Hallinan Papers, MC 532, box 80,
folder 1, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute

Exhibit 3-B Photograph: “Women Voters

Day on the Picket Line,” February 14, 1917,
National Woman'’s Party Records, Group I,
Container I:160, Folder: Pickets, 1917, Library
of Congress Prints and Photographs Division,
Washington, D.C. http://www.loc.gov/item/
mnwp000208/

Exhibit 3-C Photograph: “Penn[sylvania] on the
Picket Line, 1917,” Harris and Ewing, photog-
rapher. Harris & Ewing Collection, Library of
Congress Prints and Photographs Division,
Washington, D.C. http://www.loc.gov/item/
mnwp000212/

Exhibit 3-D Newspaper article: “Wilson Runs
Gauntlet of ‘Suff’ Guards,” Washington Times
(Washington, D.C.), January 10, 1917

Exhibit 3-E Newspaper article: “Angry Men
Tear Up Women’s Banners,” New Iberia
Enterprise (New Iberia, Louisiana), June 23,
1917

For each source, answer all the questions on
the Document Analysis Worksheet. Note: You
will be sharing these answers with your
class in an “exhibit” format—so write
legibly!

Step 3: Search for Clues

1. List three things that you did NOT know
about the woman’s suffrage movement before
reading these documents that you know now.

2. Was posting Silent Sentinels an effective tac-
tic? What evidence did you find that supports
your belief?

3. Why did people attack the picketing suffrag-
ists? Did issues beyond suffrage play a role in
the attack? If so, what issues?

4. Did you find any instances when the docu-
ments contradicted one another? If so, de-
scribe them. Which account do you think is
more accurate? Why?

Step 4: Crack the Case

Based on your analysis of the documents, and
citing evidence to support your answet, please
create a presentation to share with the other
members of the textbook committee (your
class) that answers the following questions:

1. Who were the Silent Sentinels and what
were they trying to accomplish?

2. How effective were their tactics?

3. Whose perspective was not represented in
the material you read? How might other per-
spectives change your analysis?

4. How does the material you analyzed relate
to Hazel Hunkins and the committee’s larger
question: whether she should be included in
the next edition of the textbook?

Make sure to include in your report:

« Specific examples! Quote from the
documents.
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« Information about where and how the
documents contradicted each other (if this
occurred) and how you decided which ones to
trust.

« Alist of any additional questions you still
have that were left unanswered through your
investigation.

After your presentation is complete, organize
your material into an “exhibit” so your fellow
committee members can easily access your evi-
dence when creating their briefs. Your exhibit
must include your answers to the following
questions:

« What is the source called?

« Who created it?

« When was it created? How soon after the
event it describes?

« Who was the audience for this document?

« Why was it created?

« Did you find evidence of bias or point of
view? If so, what?

« How do these factors affect the source’s
credibility?
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Exhibit 3-A Hazel Hunkins to Mother, January 1917, MC 532, box 80. folder 1, Schlesinger Library,
Radcliffe Institute
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Exhibit 3-B Women Voters Day on the Picket Line, February 14, 1917, National Woman’s
Party Records, Group I, Container 1:160, Folder: Pickets, 1917, Library of Congress Prints and
Photographs Division, Washington, D.C.

Note: The lead woman carrying the American flag and wearing a sash that reads “Voter” is Hazel
Hunkins.
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Exhibit 3-C “Penn[sylvania] on the Picket Line,” 1917, Harris and Ewing, photographer. Harris &
Ewing Collection, Prints and Photographs Division, Washington, D.C. http://www.loc.gov/item/
mnwp(000212/
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ANGRY MEN TEAR UP
WOMEN'S BANNERS,

Peaceful Pickets At White House
Finally Provoke Near Riot

Washington, June 20.—The

ful picketing of the White
ouse grounds by silent sentinels
| of the suffrage cause resulted in
the first disorder today when a
erowd of angry men tore down
banners the women were holding
for the Russian mission to see
when it visited President Wilson.
The rumpus was over before the
police got on the scene, and no

The banners were inseribed:

““President Wilson and Envoy
Root are decetving Russia. They
say ‘we are a demoeracy. Help
us win a world war so that de-
mocracy may survive.’

““We, the women of America,
tell you that America is not a
democracy. Twenty million wo-
men are denied the right to vote.
President Wilson is the chief op-
ponent of their national en-
franchisement. Help us make
this nation really free. Tell our
government that it must liberate
its people before it can claim free
Russia as an ally.”

The banners attracted groups
of men passing, who stopped and
diseussed them, Finally discus-
sion gave way to action. :

Cries of ‘‘traitors,”” “‘treason,”
and ‘‘they are enemies of their
country,” were shouted at the
two men h;eli %hle banner Ang
‘after one ‘let’s tear
down,”” the erowd jumped for-
ward an@l the canvass was torn
from fastenings leaving the suf-

Exhibit 3-D “Angry Men Tear Up Women’s Banners,” New Iberia Enterprise, (New Iberia, Louisiana),
June 23, 1917. Full page available at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88064328/1917-06-

23/ed-1/seq-1.pdf

Russian mission was driven inco

liceman recovered & banner from |
Timmins, but it was beyond re-|
pair, so the suffragists contented
themselves with holding the dam-
aged frames aloft in evidence of
their ““martyrdom’ as one of
them expressed it,

The torn banner was carried b
Miss Luey Burns, of New York,
and Mrs. Lawrence Lewis, of
Philadelphia, of the executiva
hoard of the National Woman's
Party. They stood at the west
gate of the Pennsylvania side of
the White House and nnfarled it

a few minutes hefore the

the grounds. Members of the
mission paid no attention to it

HAZEL HUNKINS, BILLINGS SUFFRAGIST 56


http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88064328/1917-06-23/ed-1/seq-1.pdf
http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn88064328/1917-06-23/ed-1/seq-1.pdf

Historical Case File #3—Silent Sentinels

WILSON RUNS
GAUNTLET OF
- “SUFF GUARDS

President Smiles as His Car
Passes Through Line of
Silent Sentinels.

PICKET WHITE HOUSE GATES

“Mild Militants” Flount Pen-
nants Demanding President
Aid Votes for Women.

“Silent sentinels,” a dosen of them,
each bearing yellow banners inscribed
“Mr. President, How Lopg MMust
Women Wait? are pacing back and
forth iIn front of the two Avenue
entrances to the White House grounds
today, in the campaign being waged
by the suffragists to force the Presi-
dent to give a definitg answer to the
question asked of him yesterday, when
300 or more of them visited the Chief
Exzscutive {n thd East Room of the
Executive Manalon.

The twelve women will remain on
duty till 8 o’clock tonight. Whenever
the President leaves the White House
before that heour, he will see one of
these senjinels and ber blazing ban-
ner.

Exhibit 3-E “Wilson Runs Gauntlet of ‘Suff’ Guards”, Washington Times (Washington, D.C.), January
10, 1917. Full page available at http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84026749/1917-01-10/

anded-1/seq-1.pdf

Six At Eack Entrance.
At each of the two bntrances, six
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Wilasn Sees Banners.
The President returned from s game
of golf at 10:30 o'clock this morn-

idential car off the Avenue imto the
grounds that the suffragists did not

{Continued on Third Page.)
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GUARD WHITE HOUSE

Flaunt Banners Demanding
That President Take Stand
For Votes For Women.

{Continued from First Page.)
kpnow of Mr. Wilson's presence until

throug
The President had seen the tri-col-

Milholland Bolssevain, and, Incident:
ally, make another appeal to Mr. Wil-
for his support in thelr work. The

son
and sxplained that he could, as the
leader of his party, take no defimite
tsand on that matter until his party
had directed him to do so. .
It then was determined to call to
the attemtion of the President, at
every opportunity, the fact that the
otes-for-women advocates

v have not
yet given up hope.

Plerce, of California, carrying a huge
banner, and with a body guard In-

the Misses Mildred Gilbert
and Bert a'Crone, both of California,
each of whom carried suffrage stand-

Other members of the first squad in-

uumh-umm after he had passed |,
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